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Adding Fish in Your New Pond

1. Add water to the system. All ponds should be running 30 days before adding fish.
2. Use a Dechlorinator such as Stress Coat or Aqua Safe. This will eliminate chlorine and other harmful elements, while adding needed nutrients for fish and nitrifying bacteria.

3. Add your fish by floating them out of sunlight for 20 minutes. This will let the fish get accustomed to temperature change. Slowly add some pond water to the bag to allow temperature and pH to equalize.
4. With clean, wet hands, gently remove fish from the bag and set into the water. Discard the water from the bag away from the pond- it may have bacteria, diseases, or parasites. 

5. Add Aquazyme or Biofilter Booster. This will establish nitrifying bacteria that dissolve ammonia and nitrite.

6. Add salt. Three pounds per one hundred gallons of water (non-iodized). 

7. Do not feed until you have a complete Nitrifying Cycle. This could be 3 to 4 days after introducing fish.

8. Make a maintenance testing chart for ammonia, pH and nitrites for all tanks/pond. Test and note readings at every testing. Test daily until readings are zero (0) with pH constant. Continue testing weekly noting reading on your charts for maintenance.

You must have the following test kits:

1. pH

2. Ammonia

3. Nitrite

Salt will protect the fish from some of the burning that occurs when ammonia is present. It also prevents Brown Blood Disease when there is nitrite present. Remember and hold on to this very important fact about salt. Salt will kill seven (7) of the nine (9) harmful adverse parasites that can affect the health of your fish. Salt is GOOD medicine!
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