
[image: image1.png]-

—~
~=" TN
- -
- ~





NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO

5150 Garrison St.    Arvada, CO  80002    303-424-7979

www.echters.com
ALGAE IS YOUR FRIEND

Don’t become alarmed at the sight of green water or algae in your pond.  Algae, dimple forms of plant life, naturally occur wherever water and light exist together.  Instead of considering algae a pond problem, you can learn to recognize and appreciate your algae as your friend.

It tells you when you either have a gas quality problem or an excess nutrient problem.  The best control for algae is to place it’s biggest competitors (Oxygenating Grasses) at the bottom of the pond.  These compete for nitrogen and starve the algae.

Getting to know your algae

1.
Free Floating Algae (Green Water) - Free floating algae signifies


gas problem, or a low oxygen/high carbon dioxide problem.  Green


water is prevalent during the first 60 days of pond balancing.  The


length of time is dependent on many variables such as weather,


water chemistry, number of plants and fish, etc.  Free floating algae


may also be present if the nutrient value, usually in the form of fish


food, is so high that the hair algae cannot develop properly.


2.
Hair Algae - Recognizable as clumps of long, stringy green 



“hair”.  Hair algae is always a result of too many nutrients in 


the pond.  By physically removing this algae, you physically 


remove the excess nutrients.  The probable sources excess


nutrients are fish food, build-up of dead leaves in the bottom of 


the pond and fertilizer or soil drainage in the pond.

3.
Slime - Recognizable as the green growth on the sides of ponds,


rocks in the water, etc.  Slime produces 60% of the oxygen in  


your pond.  Your pond will not be healthy until a good layer of 


slime develops and once it does, do not remove it!
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