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BARREL GARDENS

If you would like to enjoy a water garden but don't know if you are ready for a garden pond, or you may live in a condo or apartment and have only a small space, then a barrel garden can solve your problem.

There is no end to the possibilities for containers, ceramic pots, wash tubs, galvanized stock watering tanks, even old fashioned claw foot bath tubs can be used.  The most popular container for a water garden at this time is the half barrel.  We suggest lining the barrel with a 5 x 5 sheet of PVC pond liner and securing around the edge with a staple gun.

Site your barrel garden in a sunny location (6 to 8 hours of full sun).  Add water along with a water conditioner to remove chlorine and other harmful additives.  Allow the water to sit for a day or two to bring up the temperature to the surrounding air.

Many water plants, both winter hardy and tropical, adjust well to small containers.  We suggest you plant all your aquatic plants in plastic pots, and then place on bricks to reach the correct depth (Bog plants just under surface, Water Lilies need 5' of water over crown.  To keep your display interesting, choose plants with contrasting forms, such as upright growing plants and spreading plants.  A small water garden should include an oxygenating plant such as Anacharis.  These plants produce oxygen and absorb nutrients, leaving algae little opportunity to develop.

Some plants to consider for your water garden are: dwarf water lily, dwarf cattail, acories, water iris, water canna, cyperus, parrots feather and water hyacinth, to name but a few.

Fish may be added to your barrel garden.  Two or three small guppies or goldfish will keep the mosquito larvae population down.  Feed sparingly until it is time to place them in an aquarium for the winter. 

Winter topical bog plants indoors in a sunny window, standing in water.  Hardy bog plants should be set in the ground, pot and all, and kept somewhat moist.  Store hardy water lilies mulched with moist, long filtered sphagnum peat moss in a plastic bag, then place in a cool (45 degrees) and dark location until March.  Check once a month for moisture.  Hardy water plants may go back to barrel in spring when the weather begins to break.  Wait until mid May for the tropicals to be hardened off and then place back in tub garden.
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