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Bulbs

Bulbs must be planted now for continual color from November through July. There are bulbs to be planted indoors like paperwhites and amaryllis that will give you joy and color through February if you plant them every few weeks beginning in October. This year we have four varieties of indoor narcissus: Ziva, Galilee, Chinese Sacred Lilies, and Grand Soleil D’Or’. These bulbs have a musky sweet fragrance and force easily without a cold period. Indoor narcissus bulbs can be grown in bowls with pebbles or soil, but blooms will last longer when grown in soil. Also Echter’s has many sensational amaryllis with incredible blooms up to 8 inches across in deep tones of coral, pink, white or red. ‘Blossom Peacock’ (above) is the first fragrant amaryllis available. These majestic wonders release a soft, sweet fragrance. Each bulb produces 1-2 stems, each with at least four flowers.

March, the snowy month when the wonders of crocus appear is next. Use them in borders of the garden, edging, in the grass, woodlands, and slopes or under trees. The colors range from white, yellow and striped to lavender and deep purple. These bulbs care little about spring snow and insist on flowering regardless of cold temperatures or severe weather. In addition to Crocus the Muscari, Anemone Blanda , and Galanthus bloom early.  

The biggest selection of our bulbs is the Tulip. We have 14 different types of tulip bulbs. The tulip has varieties that bloom in March, April and May, depending on the type you choose. New at Echter’s is the Perennial Tulip ‘Come Back’, in the world of red class tulips this is one of the best. Large cups, glowing dark red top strong stems that withstand wind and rain. Like other Darwin Hybrids, it performs dependably for several years.  Also new for 99 is the Lily Flowering Tulip ‘Moonshine’.  Its bloom is a cup-shaped lily with gentle pointed tips—pale yellow with canary yellow edges. It grows to 20” tall. For a late tulip you might look at the “Patriot”. It’s a single tulip of red and white growing to 28” tall.  

(over)

Spring just wouldn’t be complete without the ever-dependable Daffodil. They just announce the word Spring with their everlasting beauty. Daffodils are perfect for rock gardens, borders and beds. They are offered in a wide range of colors and shapes and are perfect plant for naturalizing. Daffodil ‘Golden Bells’ is new for 99. Also known as the Yellow Hoop Petticoat, it has as many as 15 stems per bulb. A group of 5 or so will form a carpet of dainty, upward facing bright golden bells in your garden next spring.

A great companion for those late tulips would be the bulb, Camassias. It’s a tall regal spike of star-shaped violet blue flowers emerging above equally striking striped foliage. One of the few bulbs that happily tolerate wet poor drained soil. It blooms in May and grows to a height of 14”. This takes us right into Iris season. We offer over 20 varieties of German Bearded Iris that will include the re-bloomers for the first time.

Echter’s also features a traditional favorite, easy to grow lilies for summer color. There are many types of hybrid Oriental, hybrid Asiatic, Trumpet and Tiger Lilies to choose from. So start now to make the year 2000 come alive with color from bulbs. For more information on how to plant bulbs to achieve this continual color fest stop by and see the many garden experts at Echters.
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