
[image: image1.png]-

—~
~=" TN
- -
- ~





NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO
5150 Garrison St.   Arvada, CO  80002    303-424-7979

www.echters.com
BASIC CARE OF CACTI & SUCCULENTS

General Watering: Correct watering procedures are crucial to the successful culturing of cacti and succulents. There are many different plant families under the “succulent” umbrella, so there is not one correct way to water. Generally if the plant has true leaves, it will need to be watered more frequently than those without. Select a pot that has a drainage hole to ensure that the plant can adequately dry out between waterings. Make sure that the soil is completely saturated when you water—tiny drinks (even on a frequent basis) will not give the plant enough water at any one time and it will fail to thrive.
Light Requirements: Cacti and succulents will not  do well indoors without very bright light. They will stretch for light, becoming spindly and and generally lose the interesting shapes that made you select that particular plant. However- they may sunburn if the sunlight is too strong or intense. If you have selected plants from inside the garden center, these plants will require a few weeks to toughen up for life outdoors. Our higher altitude means greater sun intensity, and greenhouse-grown plants are not acclimated to direct sunlight. In the greenhouse, our ceiling has approximately 30% less light than direct, full sun would provide. Ask a staff member for instructions on “hardening off” these tender succulents.  Plants chosen from outside in the perennials area are already hardened off and ready to be planted outdoors. 

Place your new plants in a location in your home where the sunlight is not too intense (a south window may be too intense for a young plant). Slowly move the plant towards its final location if no signs of sunburn or stress are occurring. 
Cacti: Most cacti actively grow during the long, hot summer months and tend to become dormant during the short days of winter. In the warm season, water the plants whenever the soil becomes dry. Do not extend this dry period for too long or your plants will begin to suffer from lack of moisture. During the cooler winter months, cacti will be able to successfully withstand long periods without water. When the soil is very dry, water the plant thoroughly.  During the winter months when cacti often become dormant, it is advisable to water  less frequently; two to three times less often than during the summer.  
Succulents:  Succulents do not necessarily become dormant during the winter. The most general rule of watering succulents is to water the plants thoroughly when the soil starts to become dry. If growth has slowed (whether winter or summer), the plant may be entering dormancy and will want less frequent watering. 
Feeding: Feed at ¼- ½ strength each time you water with Cactus Juice, MiracleGro Succulent Foam, Bonide Liquid Cactus Plant Food, or Jack’s Classic Houseplant Special.
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