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Design to Avoid Deer Damage

1. Substitute the unsavory

Shop the lists of plants deer avoid for some suitable alternatives.

2. Create uninviting entryways

3. Foul the fringes

Line your territory edges with unpalatable plants.

4. Mix confusing combinations

“I was sure there were daylilies in there somewhere”, Bambi complains.  “But all I could smell was garlic”.
5. Deploy Deceptive Defenses

Larger plants, such as young trees, can be defended by surrounding them with unappetizing plants.

6. Provide no view

· Any portion of the yard obscured from sight is much less likely to encourage deer to enter than those with a clear view.  

· Use solid hedges of junipers or form trellises with morning glory.

· They don’t go past anything they can’t see through or over.

7. Eliminate unnecessary cover

· Tall grass, bushy borders and areas growing wild native plants encourage deer to bed down.  

· Keep the edges trimmed.

8. Be tidy

· Keep rotting fruit picked up.

· Till under the remains of corn and peas as soon as the crop is harvested.

9. Provide no landing site

Incorporate terraces and multiple levels around the perimeter of your plot.

10. Make them a better offer

Why brave the garden close to the house when they planted the good stuff all the way out here.

(Use soybeans as a lure crop)

(Master Gardener in Vail article by Barbara Devoe.)

· Sometimes the best defense is a good offense.  After all you are living in their habitat.  

· On the outer perimeter of your garden plant them a feast of their favorite flowers: delphinium, phlox, hosta and pansy.  They may tend to nibble and then move back into the forest.  It can be your sacrificial garden.

Fencing
Standard

Deer fence constructed of woven wire and built 8’ high.  Opening can be up to 6” square.

Slanted

· Uses a combination of height and width to defeat deer.  The fence should meet the ground at an angle of 45 (.

· Though these fences need not be as high as standard, they take up about 6’ of horizontal space.

Double-Row Fence

· Construct 2 smaller fences side by side.

· The fences need be only 4-5’ tall and placed 4-5 ft. apart.

· This design plays on the deer’s fear of leaping without landing and you can garden in between them.

· Convert an existing upright fence that isn’t tall enough.  Attach post extensions at an angle horizontally.

Prefab Deer Netting

· Made from black plastic, the mesh blends into a varied background.  

· It is lightweight, less expensive and easier to install.

Electric
· Although useful & effective they carry with them a margin of liability.  

· Know your local ordinances before erecting any type of electric fence.

The No Fence, Dog fence
Deer avoid dogs.  The wonderful thing about fencing a garden/yard with a dog inside is easier to do than fencing a deer out.

Repellents

1. Bobbex
· Can be sprayed on flowers and ornamentals.  It should be sprayed directly on the surface of foliage.  It will leave a long-lasting, non-phytotoxic, slightly visible non-burning residue.  This residue will not wash off with rain once dry.

· It will also benefit your fertilizer program by encouraging microbial activity in the soils and also providing a wide range of trace elements to your plants.

· It is made from beef and fish by-products.  Each application can last up to 8 weeks.

· Does not interfere with pollination nor does it harm flying insects.

· Bobbex can be used on saplings, small fruit (pre-harvest), vegetables (at transplanting), sweet corn, pumpkins, landscape plants and gardens.  However do not apply to fruit or vegetables within 8 weeks of harvest.

· It is effective on both deer & raccoons.

· It is harmless to aquatic life, pets and humans.
2. Deer-Off

· Works to protect plants by odor and taste

· Use it on anything growing in your yard.  It is safe on fruits and vegetables.

· It does not alter the color, texture or appearance of flowers, plants or crops.  There is no filmy residue.

· By repelling deer, you lower the risk of contact with ticks.

· Made from natural biogradable food products.  Active ingredients – garlic, cayenne pepper. And whole egg solids.

· One application can last up to 3 months, will not wash away in normal rain & snow. (Spray new growth more often).

· In addition to repelling deer, this product also discourages foraging species such as rabbits, squirrels and voles.

3.  Repellex -- ML2-Systemic Tablets

· This product, if placed at the root system will remain active in the plants for up to 2 years. (i.e. 5 gallon shrub use 8 tablets, ½ gallon perennial use 1 tablet.)

· The tablet takes 6 weeks to become active.  Simply place the recommended number of tablets directly into the soil with root contact (approx. 3 inches below the root collar).

· Can be used on existing or new plants.  It also has a 14-2-2 fertilizer tablet.

4.  Predator Urines

Coyote Urine


Deer


Raccoon


Possum

Wolf Urine


Moose


Muledeer

Things to do Today List

1. Don’t get eaten

2. Eat

3. Rest

· These urines effectively camouflage human scent and deceive prey by creating the illusion that the predator is active in the immediate area.

· Animals instinctively react to the perceived threat of danger.  

· Use the scent darts doused with the predator urine to mark a perimeter around your plants.
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