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Miniature Gardens


Fairy gardens are miniature landscapes and can be created in containers or in the ground.  Perennials, annuals and indoor plants can be used to create a miniature garden, inviting fairies and fun. Keep in mind there are some important things to consider.  

First, you will need to decide if you will be planting your fairy garden in the ground or in a container. A sunny location is best. When selecting a container, consider low bowls, large plant saucers, birdbath tops and redwood or cedar boxes.  

When planting in ground, amend your soil with compost prior to planting. Use small bark or Soil Pep for mulch, as their size is more appropriate for a fairy garden. Container gardens will fare best if a lightweight mix is used.  

Since real fairies are known to be somewhat impulsive and aren’t easily found, you might consider selecting one from a local store. Choose your fairy before selecting your plants. The size of the featured fairy will dictate the scale of the plants and accessories. Most fairies will range from 4-6 inches in height, although a larger fairy can be featured in a larger, outdoor garden.  

If you choose to use perennials in pots, special attention is needed to keep them year after year.  Roots in containers are more exposed to cold air and suffer with less moisture, usually resulting in winterkill. Here are some tips to care for your perennial fairy garden.

Summer Care

Best grown in full sun, these plants will tolerate partial shade, preferably during the heat of the day. While these plants require well-drained soil, their soil should not dry out completely. If your pots have saucers, empty them following watering to prevent the onset of root rot. Their slow growth rate makes them ideal for fairy gardens and means they require little fertilizer. Monthly applications at ¼ the suggested rate are adequate. 

Winter Care 

With the onset of fall’s cool temperatures and shortening day length, your Fanciful Garden plants will display fall color and seasonal changes resembling those in the surrounding environment.  Following the first frost, it is best to move your fairy garden to a protected space, where it will not freeze, but the temperatures will stay between 32-40 degrees. While deciduous plants don’t need light once they are dormant, gardens containing evergreens will need sunlight through the winter months. It is possible to bury your container in a protected area, providing several inches of insulating mulch. Be sure to winter water when snowfalls are scarce or light.

In spring, uncover your fairy garden, but keep it protected while acclimating the planter to life above ground. Once the plants begin to foliate, move the planter day by day, toward its summer home. This process is much like hardening off your annuals before planting, and should only take 5 to 7 days. Because we are still at risk for a spring freeze, keep an eye on the weather and be prepared to move or cover your planter to protect the budding foliage from damage.

When using annuals and tropicals, avoid exposure to frost or freeze. Tropical fairy gardens can be enjoyed indoors in the winter month. Remember to go through the hardening off process when moving it outdoors in spring.  

Keep your plants trimmed regularly to maintain their diminutive size.   

Perennials:
Dwarf Columbine



Arabis (Rockcress)
Armeria (Thrift)



Campanula (Bellflower) 
Delosperma (Ice Plant)


Dianthus (Pinks)  
Heuchera (Coral Bells)


Lysmachia (Creeping Jenny)

Phlox subulata (Creeping Phlox)

Groundcover sedums

Platycodon, Dwarf (Balloon Flower)

Papaver alpinus (Alpine Poppy)

Potentilla verna ‘Nana’
Saxifrage (Irish Moss)



Sempervirum (Hens and Chicks)

Sisyrinchium (Blue Eyed Grass)

Thyme (Wooly Thyme, Creeping Thyme)

Trifolium Dark Dancer
Veronica oltensis (Creeping Veronica)
Violas  (Johnny Jump Ups)


Evergreens: 
Chamaecyparis, White Pygmy

Nana Juniper

Juniper horizontalis 'Mother Lode'

Picea glauca 'Jean's Dilly' 
Picea abies 'Little Gem'


Dwarf Mugo Pine

Deciduous Shrubs:
Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry 
Cotoneaster adpressus 'Tom Thumb' (Creeping Cotoneaster​​)
Euonymus fortunei 'Harlequin' (Winter Creeper)
Gaultheria procumbens (Wintergreen) 

Annuals:

Blanket Petunias



Picobella Petunias

Vinca Vine




Sanvitalia

Brachyscome




Nemesia                  

Spicy Bush Basil



Diva Fuchsias

Scented Geraniums



Oxalis Molten Lava

Tropical Plants:

Miniature Violets



Baby Tears (Helxine seroilii or Pilea depressa)

Irish Moss (Selaginalla)


Creeping Ficus

Cryptanthus Earth Star


Australian Brush Cherry

Coprosma (Mirror Plant)


Portulacaria

Lithops




String of Hearts 

String of Pearls



Dwarf Aloes

Haworthias




Miniature ZZ plants

Small leaved crassulas

Accessories add personality and depth to the story of your fairy. Arbors, fences, chairs, gardening tools, paths, shelters, rock outcroppings, and ponds will add the details needed. Many of these accessories can be created with a little imagination, or you can purchase them.

Paths can be made using small pebbles, broken potshards, or buttons. Sinking a small plant saucer, filling it with water and using small stones and moss around the edges, can create ponds. Use small twigs to mimic fallen trees. Recreate gnarled tree stumps using larger branches. Stack flat stones to create a rock wall or stone seating area. Use blue aquarium rock to create a dry stream. Use small birdhouses as fairy houses. Marbles make excellent gazing balls.  Invert a thimble, attaching a thin wire for a handle, to use as a pail. Just remember your accessories need to withstand water and weather.  

Most importantly, have fun. A little playfulness keeps us young and encourages us to imagine the possibilities.  
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