
[image: image2.jpg]



NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO
5150 Garrison St.   Arvada, CO  80002    303-424-7979

www.echters.com
Ferns

[image: image1.png]-

—~
~=" TN
- -
- ~




The classical picture of a fern is a rosette of much divided, arching leaves (correctly referred to as ‘fronds’), but there are also ferns with spear-shaped leaves, holly-like leaflets and button-like leaflets. Many ferns are ideal for a hanging basket and some, such as Kimberly Queen Fern and Bird’s Nest Fern, are large enough and bold enough to be displayed as specimen plants on their own. Most ferns are not really difficult to grow in the home, but they will not tolerate neglect. The soil must never be allowed to dry out and it is helpful to have some humidity in the air. Ensure that all dead and damaged fronds are removed so that new ones can grow.

Secrets of Success:

Temperature: Average warmth-cool but not cold nights are desirable. The best temperature range is 60 F-70 F; minimum for most types is about 50 F.                                     

Light: Despite popular opinion, ferns are not shade lovers indoors as most varieties originated in the dappled brightness of tropical woodland. Bright indirect light is the proper location-an east or north-facing windowsill is ideal.

Water: Soil must be kept moist at all times and never allowed to dry out. This does not mean constantly soggy soil –waterlogging will lead to rotting. Reduce watering in winter.

Air Humidity: Moist air is beneficial for nearly all ferns. Use a pebble tray or humidifier to increase ambient humidity in the home.

Repotting: Repot in spring when the roots fill the pot-most young specimens will probably require annual repotting. Do not bury the crown of the plant.

Propagation: The simplest way is to divide the plant into 2 or 3 pieces in early spring if it produces rhizomes. Some ferns produce young plants at the ends of runners (example-Boston Fern) or on fronds (example-Mother Fern). It is possible, but not always easy, to raise plants from spores obtained from the underside of mature fronds.

Special Problems:

· Brown dots or lines regularly arranged on underside of fronds: 

Cause: These are spore cases-an indication that the frond is mature and

healthy. The spores produced inside these spore cases can be used for

propagation.


· Brown shells irregularly scattered on fronds:

Cause: Scale-the Bird’s Nest Fern is particularly susceptible to this pest.

See our hardgoods department or Plant Dr. for control of this pest.

· Yellowing fronds, beginning at base of plant. Mature fronds develop brown spots and fall.

Cause: Air too warm-a common complaint when ferns are too close to

radiators. Few ferns can tolerate very high temperatures. If the plant is also

limp and wilting, then the cause is incorrect watering. 

· Yellowing fronds, brown tips. No new growth:

Cause: Air too dry. See Secrets of Success.

· Pale fronds, scorch marks on surface:

Cause: Too much sun. Ferns must be protected from midday sunshine in 

summer.

· Pale fronds, weak growth:

Cause: Not enough fertilizer. Ferns need feeding, little and often, during the

growing season.

· Fronds dying back:



Cause: Two most likely culprits are dry air and dry  soil.
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