
[image: image2.png]



NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO

5150 Garrison St.  Arvada, CO  80002   303-424-7979

www.echters.com
FORCING BULBS INDOORS

Bulbs grown in pots and forced into bloom during the winter months can provide cheerful color in your home from Christmas through spring.  Stimulating the plants to bloom out of their normal season is referred to as ‘forcing’.  The process is relatively easy, but the bulbs must be given adequate time and cooling in order to develop the roots, foliage, and buds for a beautiful display.  

Just about any bulb can be chosen for forcing. Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, crocus and any of the minor bulbs will work. Some varieties have proven themselves over the years and will be marked good for forcing. After purchasing your bulbs, if you can’t plant them immediately they should be stored in a cool place, 35-50 degrees. A refrigerator is a good place, however, avoid putting them in a crisper with ripe fruit. Bags should be opened to provide some air circulation. Your bulbs can be stored several weeks prior to planting.

Planting Guidelines:

You will need to plan adequate time for rooting and bud development. Allow for 14-15 weeks of cooling. Bulbs cooled for less than 14 weeks usually develop shorter stems and those cooled more than 15 weeks will often have leggy or elongated stems. Generally, bulbs planted around the beginning of October will provide flowers for January. Mid-October plantings flower in February while those planted in early and mid-November will flower in March and April.

Containers:

Your containers should be clean and have drainage holes. Clay pots should be thoroughly soaked before use, so they don’t draw moisture from the planting medium. Pots should be filled loosely with ‘Echter’s Houseplant Mix’. The tops of the bulbs should be even with the pot rim when placed in the pot. After the bulbs are placed in the pot fill soil in around the bulbs to the rim.  
Watering:

Watering the bulbs in will settle the soil around the bulbs. The size of container will dictate how many bulbs are planted. A 6” pot will accommodate 3 hyacinths, 6 tulips or daffodils and 15 crocuses or other small bulbs. Tulip bulbs should be arranged with the flat side of the bulb toward the rim of the pot so the first large leaf will face outward and create a uniform look. The pot should be labeled with name of bulb, variety, the planting date and the date you plan on bringing it out for forcing. Remember that if you have held the bulbs in refrigeration for more than 3 weeks, you should subtract those 3 weeks from the required cooling time.  

Now, where you will cool your pots? Root cellars, unheated basements or refrigerators are the most convenient. Soil should be kept moist so check pots weekly and water as necessary.  

After your cooling period, and as shoots begin to appear, they may be brought out of cooling to initiate bloom. This usually takes about 3 to 4 weeks. For best results provide a temperature of about 60 degrees in good light. Rotate the pots regularly and when flowers appear, move out of direct sunlight. With planning you will have a succession of color throughout the winter and early spring.

Paperwhites (tender narcissus) are easily forced without cooling or soil. All you need for these bulbs is a container with pebbles, gravel or perlite. Add water to nearly the surface of the gravel and place the bulbs on top and add more gravel to cover the bottom quarter of the bulbs.  Care should be taken to maintain the water level. Keep the pots at 50-60 degrees until well-rooted and shoots appear (2-3 weeks). Place in high light to initiate flowers, then move into lower light to prolong quality of bloom and length of bloom.

Amaryllis is a favorite indoors. Few bulbs are easier to grow than amaryllis — and few bloom with greater exuberance and beauty. Just plant the bulb in good potting soil, water regularly and provide bright, indirect light. Water sparingly until you see about 2" of new growth. From then on, water regularly. As the plant grows, turn the pot periodically to encourage the flower stalks to grow straight. Flower buds will appear at the top of each stalk, followed by a dramatic floral display. To prolong the blooms, keep the pot out of direct sunlight.
Pre-cooled hyacinths can easily be forced in a hyacinth glass shaped like an hourglass which allows you to watch the roots develop and grow.  

After blooming, forced bulbs cannot be forced again. Daffodils can be transplanted into the garden but will take about 2-3 years for them to bloom again. Tulips and hyacinths are best discarded following forcing as are paperwhites.

Have fun selecting bulbs for your winter color! Be sure to ask for additional instructions or help from our sales staff.
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