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NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO

5150 Garrison St.  Arvada, CO  80002    (303) 424-7979
www.echters.com
A selection of Ground Covers for Mountain Communities

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Herbaceous Perennials

(Useful for small-area coverage; under 50 square feet*)

Botanical & common names
Height*

Spacing*
Exposure
Remarks

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Achillea tomentosa

8-10"

12-15"

Sun

Rockeries.  Spreads Wooly Yarrow








rapidly.  Foliage lacy and 










grayish.

Aethionema pulchellum

12"

12-15"

Sun

Rockeries, sunny slopes.

Stonecrest

Ajuga reptans vars.

Foliage

10-12"

Shady 

Cultivated varieties  

Curly Bugle


prostrate



spots

include 'Bronze-leaf 










(bronzed foliage), 










'Harlequin'(multicolored), 










'Purpleleaf' (deep red 










foliage) amd 'Variegated' 










(yellow-white blotch).

Alyssum montanum

2-3"

12-14"

Sun

A tufted alpine species Mountain Alyssum







with fragrant, yellow 










flowers.

Antennaria sp.


6"

12-18"

Full sun

A native.  Best on loose, Pussytoes








rocky ground.

Arabis alpina


6"

8-10"

Sun

Rockeries, sunny slopes of Alpine Rockcress








poor but well-drained soil.

Arenaria verna caespitosa

1-3"

6"

Sun or 

Rockeries.  Makes a  Moss Sandwort








dense moss-like mat.  










Other species available.

Arenaria maritima

Foliage to
6-8"

Sun

Grown for cutting.  While Common Thrift


4"





flowered variety.  










Common in rockeries.

Cerastium tomentosum

4-6"

18-20"

Sun or 

Foliage silvery.  A very Snow-in-Summer








rapid grower which must 










be contained.

Dianthus deltoides

Foliage 5"
10-15"

Sun

Flowers show up well Maiden Pink


to 6"; flowers




against the mat of foliage.  



to 10"





Cut flower, rockeries.

Dianthus plumarius

Foliage 6";
15-18"

Sun

Foliage gray-green in Cottage Pink or Grass Pink
flowers 12"  




creeping mats.  Large 










rockeries.  Rock walls.

(over)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Herbaceous Perennials (cont.)

(Useful for small-area coverage; under 50 square feet*)

Botanical & common names
Height*

Spacing*
Exposure
Remarks

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Papaver nudicale


10"

13"

Sun or

Colorful.  Seed in early Iceland Poppy






shade

fall.

Penstemon caespitosus

4"

18"

Partial

Native.  A low mat with Creeping Penstemon





shade

purple flowers.  Performs (Mat Penstemon)








best where soils have 










some natural humus.

Saponaria ocymoides

9-10"

12-15"

Sun

Widely cultivated.  Useful Rock Soapwort








in rockeries.

Teucrium canadense

12-24"

24-30"

Sun or 

Best used in low sites American Germander





shade

where moisture is 










relatively constant.   

Viola cornata


6-10"

10-12"

Sun

Many named varieties and Tufted Pansy








hybrids available.  










Sometimes fails to 










survive winter but reseeds 










readily.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

broadleaved evergreens
(Useful for small-to-medium-sized areas; 50-100 square feet*)

Botanical & common names
Height*

Spacing*
Exposure
Remarks

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi

6-8"

18-24"

Shade or

Does best in mountain Kinnikkinnick or Bearberry




partial sun
and foothill areas.  Protect 










from winter sun.  Fruit, a 










red berry, showy in 










winter.

**Euphorbia Spp.

Variable

15-18"

Sun

Rockeries.  Many  species Spurge









available.

Eyonymus fortunei radicans
4-6"

18-24"

Shade

Performs best where sites Wintercreeper Euonymus







are cool and moist.

Mahonia repens


6-8"

12-15"

Shade, 

For best results, use in Creeping Holly-Grape





protected
protected spots.  Fruit is a 










blue-gray.

Sedum Spp.


All under 6"
6-12"

Sun

See individual species. Stonecrop
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