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How To Pot Your Bonsai
1. Start by preparing your pot for the Bonsai.  The first step is to place your screen over the holes in the bottom of the pot (on the inside).  Then anchor the screens by threading the copper wire up through the screen.  Shape the wire into a horseshoe and place each end through the outermost side of the screen. Once threaded through, bend the wire back onto the bottom of the pot to help hold it in place.
2. Then take your tie down wire and thread it through up the screens coming up through the bottom of the pot.  This wire is used to tie down the root ball once your plant is in place.  

3. Now, place your drainage material in the bottom of the pot to assist drainage.  Then add a small amount of potting soil prior to placing your Bonsai in the pot, Use about one third less than shown.  Place your plant in the pot, positioning it to its best advantage.  (Usually this is slightly to the left of in the center of the pot.  Gently fasten your tie down wire to the rootball by pulling it over either side of the rootball and twisting the ends together, cutting off any excess.

4. Once the plant is positioned and tied down, carefully fill the space between the roots and the pot with new, well dried soil.  You may want to use a chopstick to work the soil and eliminate air pockets.  Finally, you may want to use your fingers to help firmly press the soil down around the rootball.
5. Finally, smooth the soil on the top with your hands or a hemp brush.  The soil should slope slightly downward from the base of the trunk of the tree to the sides of the pot.  
6. Now, add your top dressing to finish off your planting.  Smoothing with your fingers.
7. After potting you will need to submerge your newly planted Bonsai in a tub of water.  The level of the water should be a half inch or so higher than the top of the Bonsai pot.  Wait until the pot stops bubbling, then slowly bring pot out of the water and drain your Bonsai prior to placing it in its new  viewing area.  We recommend this method of watering over top watering to ensure that the plant is thoroughly saturated.
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