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Hummingbirds In Colorado

Hummingbirds are the most fascinating of all the wildlife attracted to our gardens. Of the 320 different species in the world, only twelve breed in North America and only four species visit Colorado. The most common in this state is the Broadtail and less seen are the Rufous, Calliope and the Black-chinned. All but the Rufous come to Colorado to breed.

There are several methods for attracting these “hummers” to your yard.  By planting a garden with bright tubular nectar-producing flowers, they will come. Their favorite colors are bright red, pink and orange. Plan the bloom time of your flowers to stretch throughout the summer for a longer season of Hummingbird visits. 

Not only do they love the nectar, they also eat small insects and spiders on your plants. In fact, their nests are made from spider webs. By planning your garden to attract Hummingbirds, they will then come to a feeder. To take the guesswork out of feeding, garden centers sell a food for your little visitors. Contrary to popular belief, the food does not need to be red. You may put red tape on your feeder to catch their eye. 

If you prefer to make your own food, the recipe is four parts water to one part sugar. Be sure to boil the water, then add the sugar.  DO NOT add red food coloring, as this harmful to the health of the birds. Also, DO NOT substitute with honey, because it will spoil in the sun. Frequent cleaning of the feeder and fresh food will ensure healthy birds.

Plants which attract hummingbirds:

Trumpet Vine


Nicotiana


Fuchsia

Honeysuckle Vines

Penstemon


Larkspur

Petunias


Salvia



Delphinium

Phlox



Beebalm


Columbine

Foxglove


Rose of Sharon 

Tiger Lilies

Gladiola


Buckeye


Bleeding Heart

Nasturtium


Horsechestnut


Lobela Cardinalis

Snapdragon


Ajuga 



Weigela

Coral Bells


Flowering Quince
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