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ODONTOGLOSSUM ORCHID CARE SHEET

TEMPERATURE:
The ideal temperature for odontoglossum is 50 degrees Fahrenheit at night and 65 degrees during the day.  It should be understood, though, that they can tolerate lower or higher temperatures and still successfully grow and bloom.

LIGHT & SHADE:
Odontoglossums require a rather low amount of light (1000-1500 foot candles) for good growth.  If greenhouse grown, light shading should be applied during fall and winter months, a heavier application during spring and summer.  If grown in the home, an unobstructed north or filtered east exposure is considered best.

HUMIDITY – WATERING:    Humidity and moisture are two important factors in Odontoglossum culture.  Humidity of 60-80% is considered ideal.  When the days become warmer during spring and summer, misting once or twice daily is beneficial.  This helps keep the humidity up and leaf temperature down.  If green house grown, evaporative cooling is highly recommended.  Odontoglossums should never experience complete dryness at the roots.  When watering, soak them thoroughly.  This may need to be done 2-3 times weekly during warm weather, 1-2 times during cool weather.

AIR MOVEMENT:
A gentle movement of air is essential to Odontoglossums.  When warm weather arrives in the spring, give as much ventilation as possible.  As mentioned earlier, any form of evaporation cooling is very beneficial at this time.  

FEEDING:
Since Odontoglossums do not have a dormant season, a very light but steady diet of fertilizer is recommended.  A 30-10-10 formulation at half strength or less seems best.

POTTING:
Odontoglossums can be repotted at any time of the year, but it usually is best in spring when new roots develop.  Plants should be somewhat under potted (small pots) for good growth.  Repotting should be done once a year.  Fir Bark mixes have proved excellent for Odontoglossums.
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