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PAPER WHITE NARCISSUS
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Brighten your winter doldrums with paper white (white) and Soleil d’ Or’ (yellow) narcissus.  These bulbs need no pre-cooling or long wait for flowers.

You may plant in soil or in pebbles.  The more bulbs in the pot the better display of flowers, but be sure the bulbs do not touch each other.

When you plant in soil you should put soil in the bottom of a pot with drainage, place the bulbs so that they are about in the middle of the pot, then fill the rest of the pot with the soil.  Water well to settle the soil and be sure to let the soil go moderately dry between watering so that the bulbs will not rot.  

When you plant in pebbles, place the bulbs on one inch of pebbles in a shallow dish or bowl that has no drain hole.  Fill in around the bulbs with more pebbles just to the top of the bulbs.  Keep water in the bowl just to the bottom of the bulb.

Place the pot in a warm, sunny window – west or east is best.  You will see sprouts in just a few days.  You will have flowers in six to eight weeks and they will fill your room with a wonderful fragrance. Ziva will have the strongest scent of all paperwhite varieties, which makes them a popular choice. If you prefer to not have an intense fragrance, select Inbal or Ariel bulbs.

Paperwhite plants tend to grow tall rather quickly, and the top foliage/buds may lean or try to fall under their own weight. Try planting in a glass vase with 2-3” of marbles or rocks at the bottom for added weight.  Place the bulbs on the marbles so that they are sitting well below the top of of the vase. As they start to sprawl, the foliage will be contained by the vase and look like a living bouquet. 
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