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Watering and Aftercare
1. Plants are more sensitive to water stress for the first two years after planting.  The water requirements for plants vary significantly, and even a “drought tolerant” plant needs regular water to get established.  Group plants according to their water needs.  
2. Always check the rootball for moisture before watering.  For the first 1-3 weeks, regular water is best to keep the rootball consistently moist.  For smaller rootballs (5 gallon and smaller), that could be every day, every other day, or every third day depending on many environmental conditions.  For larger rootballs (10, 15, 20 gallon and larger), that could be every 4-7 days.  The way to find out is by OBSERVATION.  Using your finger, a moisture meter, a bamboo stake, etc, push it into the soil to get an idea of how wet or dry the conditions are.  If it comes up wet, wait a day, and check it again.  If it comes up dry, give it water.
3. After the first few weeks, as the plant becomes established, gradually decrease the frequency of watering and increase the amount of water.  Less frequent but deep waterings promote a deeper root system, which is more tolerant to periods of drought, heat, and freezing temperatures. 
4. Factors That Affect Watering Frequency:
a. Root ball size - The smaller the root ball, the more frequently it needs to be watered.

b. Amount of rainfall - Nature may take care of some of the watering for you!

c. High temperatures - Heat can dry out the soil faster.

d. Sun and wind exposure of the planting site - Hot and reflected sun with high wind exposure will cause plants to lose water more quickly.

e. Soil type - Sandy and rocky soils dry out more quickly than heavy clay soils.
f. Lay of the land - Slopes allow for run-off and may dry out quickly, while swells tend to collect water and may stay wet longer.
g. Proximity to other garden plants or lawns with automated watering systems

5. TREES

a. For every inch in diameter of the trunk, a tree is looking for 10 gallons per week.
i. 2” caliper tree needs 20 gallons per week

ii. 3” caliper tree needs 30 gallons per week

b. It is crucial in the first year to be supplying the tree with adequate water in order to get those roots moving.  As trees mature and get established, they are able to “tap into” ground water so we are not having to hand-water a 20” tree with 400 gallons of water each week.

6. It is not uncommon for new plants to wilt slightly during the heat of the day.  This is a natural occurrence and does not always mean the plant needs water.  CHECK THE SOIL FIRST.  If it is moist DO NOT water.  The plant will perk back up as the day cools off into the evening.

7. Winter Watering:  In the semi-arid climate of the Rocky Mountains, winter watering is essential.  Moisture loss is the leading cause of plant death.  Winter watering with the use of a deep root watering wand will help to ensure the survival of both newly planted and established plants.

8. Fertilizing: Usually new plants have enough fertilizer for the first growing season. The following spring and each spring thereafter, you will need to fertilize. We recommend using Ferti-lome Granular Tree & Shrub Food. This should be applied after leafing out in the spring, then watered in. Do not apply fertilizers to trees and shrubs after July.

9. Tree Wrap:  Tree wrap should be used in winter on newly planted deciduous trees.  Wrap trees at the end of November and take off the tree wrap around the beginning of April.  Wrap the tree from the base of the trunk to the first set of branches, overlapping 1/3 as you move up the trunk.  Tree wrap should be used for the first 2-3 winters, as the tree’s young bark develops thicker.  Thin-barked trees with dark-colored bark and fruit trees should be wrapped for about 5 winters.  Tree wrap will protect against sunscald.  This condition is caused by the intense Southwestern winter sun at our elevations.  Do not leave tree wrap on during the growing season!!!

SOME ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES TO FOLLOW:

* A deep watering late in October of all trees, shrubs and perennials is important. This provides a bank of stored water to draw upon during the winter months.

* Some plants, such as roses, will benefit from an additional layer of mulch applied late in November, after the ground has frozen to protect from dangers of thawing the heaving soil.

* In the event of warmer, dry periods during the winter months, the soil may thaw and dry out.  Water at this time.  Water earlier in the day when the temperatures are above freezing to allow moisture to soak into the ground.  A deep root-watering tool is recommended.  This is especially important newly planted trees, shrubs and perennials.
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