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Putting Your Plants to Bed

A.  Initial Garden Clean Up

· Cut back all herbaceous plants leaving 2-4” stems or stalks. This helps to prevent insect and/or disease problems from wintering over.

· Compost all debris, or start a compost pile if you don’t have one. Exclude any diseased or insect infested plant materials.

· Drier autumn soils are less prone to compaction while working in them than soggier spring soils.

· Remove spent annuals – either after they’ve finished blooming or following first frost. This includes vegetable garden areas also.

B. Multiplication by Division

1.  Plant Propagation

The end of the flowering season is the time to explore the roots of the perennial garden.  Autumn is the time to…

· Increase your stock of plants.

· Check the spread of aggressive plants.

· Rejuvenate weak plants.

· Collect and sow many seeds.

2.  Bed Preparation – Bed Renewal

· If any lilies or bulbs are present, dig gingerly while lifting.

· Dig over emptied area.

· Remove any weeds.

· Add organic matter and incorporate thoroughly.

· Rake smooth.

· Recompose bed and border.

· Plant.

3. Perennial Division

Time Schedule:

· Primrose divide best in June following spring bloom.

· Iris - July through August.

· Anything that blooms after mid-August should be left in place until early spring, i.e. Asters and Chrysanthemums.

· Select 2-4 shoot divisions: Look for the best, healthiest part.  DISCARD or pot up the remainder of the plant.  SHARE divisions with friends.  REPLANT QUICKLY.

4. Bulb Division and Bulb Planting

Most bulbs will need periodic lifting, dividing and replanting.

· Pull apart – sort by size – replant the fattest.

· Amend the soil with organic matter.

· Daffodils and Crown Imperials should be lifted and divided before the end of September.

· Lilies should be lifted and divided after their tops have died back.

· IF PURCHASING NEW BULBS, (and there is ALWAYS ROOM for more!) BE SURE TO OBTAIN BULBS EARLY!  EITHER FROM MAIL ORDER OR LOCAL SOURCES.  If prolonged freezing weather catches you before your planting is finished, plant bulbs in pots, keep cold and dormant during winter, then bring out early spring for fabulous container garden bulb displays.

C.  Roses

· Clean all leaf debris from around rose plants.
· Tie canes – especially in windy, exposed areas.
· Canes may be pruned on hybrid teas.  DO NOT CUT LOWER THAN THREE (3) FEET!  Canes store a great deal of energy in their canes which they need to survive our harsh winters.
· Protect the crown areas with mulch – in a rose collar or a mound.
· Don’t forget to water during the winter months.

D.  Woody Plant Material

1.  Shrubs

· Water thoroughly late October – early November.

· Prune dead or broken/damaged wood.

· Dead head spent blossoms.

· Mulch newly planted or tender plants.

2.  Trees

· Water thoroughly late October – early November.

1
K:\Doc\Caresheets\Perennials\Putting Your Plants To Bed.Doc

_1002366120.doc
[image: image1.png]-

—~
~=" TN
- -
- ~








