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Recommended Plants for Water Gardens and Containers in Colorado

Waterlilies

Hardy Waterlilies:
Nymphaea 'Carnea’ — very light pink
N. ‘Mayla' — double deep pink
N. ‘Colorado’ - salmon
N. ‘Escarboucle’ - red
N. ‘Joey Tomocik’ — yellow
N. Texas Dawn’

Smaller Hardy waterlilies:
Nymphaea ‘Helvola’ — yellow flowers
N. ‘James Brydon’ — floriferous, rose-red flowers
N. 'Lucida’ — tolerant of less light
N. ‘Fabiola’ — floriferous, pink flowers
N. 'Fulgens' —red flowers
N. 'Pink Laydecker’ — pink flowers
N. ‘White Laydecker’ — white flowers
N. tetragona — smallest white

Tropical waterlilies:
Nvmphaea colorata — blue flowers *
N. micrantha — purple, viviparous
N. ‘Dauben’ - light blue, viviparous *
N. ‘St. Louis Gold’ — fragrant , yellow*
N. ‘Tina’ — semi-dwarf, viviparous*
N. ‘Albert Greenberg’ - pink and yellow*
N. ‘Panama Pacific’ — violet, fragrant®
N. ‘Antares’ — crimson night-blooming

Lotus (Nelumbo)
Nelumbo ‘Momo Botan' (small)
N. ‘Mrs. Perry Slocum’

Floaters
Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) *

Note: restricted in some parts of the country
Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) *

Note: restricted in some parts of the country
Parrot Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) *
Azolla (Azolla ssp.) *

Note: some species recently restricted
Duck Weed (Lemna minor) *
Salvinia (Salvinia ssp.) *

Note: some species recently restricted

by
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Deep-Water Aquatics
Nuphar minima
Floating Heart (Nymphoides peltata) *
Water Snowilake (Nymphoides indica) *
Water Poppy (Hydrocleys commersonii) *

Submerged Plants (oxygenators)
Myriophyllum (Myriophyllum ceratophyllum) *
Cabomba (Cabomba caroliniana) *

Anacharis (Elodea canadensis var. gigantea)
Vallisneria (Vallisneria americana)

Bog and Marginal Plants
Yellow Water Iris (Iris pseudacorus)
Purple Water Iris (lIris laevigata) — (Iris 'Variegata’)
Dwarf cattail (Typha minima)
Sweet flag (Acorus calamus)
Dwarf cyprus (Cyperus haspan) *
Chameleon plant (Houttuynia) *
Bulrush (Scirpus)
Arrowhead (Sagittaria)
Zebra Grass (Scirpus ‘Zebrinus’)
Dwarf Umbrella Palm (Cyperus haspan)*
Umbrella Palm  (Cyperus alternifolius)”
Cardinal plant (Lobelia cardinalis) *
Aquatic Mint (Mentha aquatica) *
Water Clover (Marsilea mutica) *
Prairie Cord Grass (Spartina pectinata)*
Watercress (Nasturtium officinale)
Water Celery (Oenanthe javania)
Corkscrew Rush (Juncus effusus spiralis)*
Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia ssp.)”
Taro plant (Colocasia ssp.)*
Variegated Taro (Alocasia ssp.)*
Longwood Canna Lilies (Canna Hybrid Water Cannas)*
Water Sensitive Plant (Aeschynomene fluitans)*
Horsetail Rush (Equisetum hyemale)
Spider Lily (Hymenocallis liiosome) *
Pickerel Rush (Pontederia cordata)”
Japanese Willow (Salix ‘Hakuro Nishiki’)
Mosiac Plant (Ludwegia sedioides)*

* = Usually NOT winter-hardy in Colorado
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MARGINALS

The roots are submerged,

with leaves and flowers clearly
above the surface. Though not vital
to the ecosystem, they add color,
height, and texture, and serve as a
visual and physical buffer.

LOTUS (NELUMBO)

Roots are submerged with
1"-2" of water above the crown.
Leaves are on and above the

surface, with flowers well above.
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FLOATERS

Roots are submerged and
free-floating, leaves and
flowers above water. They
create surface cover, filter
the water, and compete
with algae for nutrients

SUBMERGED PLANTS

WATERLILIES (NYMPHAEA)

The roots are submerged, with the crown of the plant 6"-18" below the surface.
The leaves (pads) float on the surface, and flowers are on or aove the surface.
They shade the pond water, and deprive algae of sunlight and nutrients.

Roots, stems, and leaves are submerged

completely. They absorb minerals & COZ2,
and help starve algae. Sometimes called

oxygenators.




