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Rhododendron & Azalea Instructions

For Planting and Aftercare

Location: Best locations for Rhododendrons are filtered shade and areas of northern exposure. Placement out of direct wind is essential due to the extreme drying effects. Year round shade is very important. Avoid placement under a deciduous tree, as the winter’s intense sunlight following leaf drop is detrimental.

Soil Preparation: Good drainage is a must as rhododendrons have a shallow, fibrous root system that requires plenty of oxygen. Ideally, a mixture of ½ existing soil with ½ sphagnum peat moss is best for Rhododendrons.

Planting: Prior to planting, thoroughly soak the container and let it drain. Mix root stimulator with water according to the directions on the label. Read the entire label thoroughly. Use this mixture only when transplanting. Dig the hole three times as wide as the root ball. After planting, the top of the rootball should be 1-2” higher than the surrounding grade. For balled & burlapped plants: Be careful not to damage the root ball. After the plant is in the hole, remove any plastic twine and the burlap around the top half of the root ball. If the plant is in a plastic pot, lay the pot on its side, hold the trunk or stems firmly then carefully slide the pot away from the rootball. Stand the plant up in the hole. Never let the root system be exposed directly to the sun for longer than it takes to back fill the hole. Fill the hole halfway with the peat-soil mixture. Avoid heavy tamping. Water thoroughly with the root stimulator-water mixture. Finish back filling with the peat-soil mixture and water thoroughly with remaining root stimulator-water mixture. Finally, mulch the entire rootball area with 3-4” of bark mulch. This will help protect the roots, hold in moisture, and help to keep the weed population down.

Watering: The plant will be more sensitive to water stress during the first two seasons following the planting. You will need to water when necessary. With time, you want to slowly decrease the frequency of watering, and increase the volume. To test soil moisture level, gently probe several inches into the original rootball. Moist soil will feel cool, some will stick to your fingers, and when squeezed will hold together like a ball. When dry, water entire rootball thoroughly. Avoid letting soil become ‘cactus’ dry before watering.
Pruning:  Pruning is rarely necessary, however, if needed, prune in spring  immediately after flowering. The cut should be made just above the leaf whorl. Regular deadheading of spent blooms is important. Pinching the terminal buds of younger plants early in the spring will produce a more compact & bushy plant.

Winter Care & Protection: The first two winter seasons are crucial to healthy plant establishment, but once established the plant should thrive on its own. Protection from the cold and drying effects of wind are paramount. The two most common methods of protection are…

· Building a burlap windbreak out of lumber or metal posts then stretching burlap between them.

· Building a cage out of chicken wire to the height and width of the plant, then layering pine needles or leaves throughout the branches of the plant.

Occasionally we have warm, dry periods during the course of the winter. The soil may thaw and dry. You need to water your plants during these periods. A deep root-watering tool is recommended. Winter watering is especially important with broadleaf evergreens.

Fertilizer: Newly planted Rhododendrons and Azaleas should be fertilized before and again after blooming. When applying any standard fertilizer recommended for Rhododendrons or Azaleas, apply away from the trunk all the way out to the plants drip line. Established plants, 3 years or more, need not be fertilized as often. If the foliage color yellows indicative of a mineral deficiency or if the plant is not flowering satisfactorily, apply fertilizer as recommended by the product label. 

Call Echter’s at 303-424-7979 if your Rhododendron or Azalea does not seem to be doing well. Perhaps we can diagnose the problem and recommend corrective procedures before the condition worsens.
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