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STARTING A NEW LAWN FROM SEED

Starting A Lawn From Seed

1) Optional: Do a soil test in the area if you have had difficulty growing things in that location in the past. This can save future issues from becoming expensive problems. 
2) Work the soil in the area to be seeded to a depth of 6”. The deeper the soil is tilled, the deeper the grass roots will be able to grow with ease. It is a good idea to add up to a 3” layer of compost to the soil while tilling. This will increase the soils ability to hold water and nutrients. This also will reduce stress to the lawn during periods of extreme heat or drought. It makes the lawn have less needs for water and nutrients over time. 
3) Remove any large debris and any non bio-degradable items. This especially includes as many weeds, weed seeds, and weed roots as possible.
4) Consider your plans for irrigation and drainage. This is a good time to plan an irrigation system if desired, or plan for any slopes that may cause drainage issues. Imagine where the water will go when it rains. If needed, build a drainage ditch at this time.
5) Measure the area of the future lawn. (Length multiplied by Width in Feet) This will give you the square foot area.
6) Got Weeds? For a smaller job, hand weeding is always recommended when possible.  
PRE-EMERGENT HERBICIDE- Kills seeds before germination. Does not kill existing weeds.
POST EMERGENT HERBICIDE- Kills existing visible weeds in the lawn. Does not kill weed seed.
Decide if you need a pre-emergent herbicide for the area to be seeded. Use caution when making this decision. The pre-emergent herbicide will prevent weed seed and grass seed from germinating for at least thirty days.  If you need to use a pre-emergent herbicide do not seed the area with your turf seed for at least 30 DAYS AFTER application. The pre-emergent herbicide will also keep the turf seeds from germinating. Always read all instructions on all product labels before use. Different products vary. Once the turf seed has germinated, wait at least 3-4 months, or until the new grass has been mowed at least 4 times before another application of pre-emergent herbicide is used.  If the area isn’t too weedy, it is best to wait and use a post-emergent herbicide once the seedlings are at least 4 months old, or after the area has been mowed at least 4 times. Then it is fine to use a pre-emergent the following spring.
7) Rake the area to desired flatness.  Get rid of any unwanted bumps or holes.
8) Apply a New Lawn Starter Fertilizer if desired. This can help the seedlings have adequate macronutrients N-P-K, and encourage more balanced root and leaf growth. Follow all spreading instructions carefully because the seeds are still fragile and can be burned easily by excess fertilizer.
9) Choose the proper type of grass for the area.  To help ensure your success, ask yourself this question.
Does the area receive at least 6-8 hours of sun a day? If the answer is yes, buy a mix made for sunny locations. If the area does not receive at least six to eight hours of sun a day, buy a shade grass mix. These are our top 3 sellers.
Kentucky Bluegrass- Great for sunny locations, most common type.
Perennial Rye Grass- Great mixed in with Bluegrass. Rye adds more wear, insect, and disease tolerance to other types of turf.
Tall Fescue- More wear, shade tolerant, and drought tolerant than bluegrass. Grows well in shady locations. Gaining popularity.
10) Be sure to look for proper seeding rates at the time of turf seed purchase. They vary from blend to blend. This will usually be stated as  _ lbs/1000 square feet.  Use a drop spreader when planting for best results.  Hand spreaders work fine for smaller areas.  It is best to go over the area 2-3 times from different directions.   This will help to ensure adequate seed coverage.
11) Rake the seed into the soil very LIGHTLY.  This is very important. Do not let the seeds get buried more than one-eighth to one-quarter an inch deep. The seeds must be shallow to germinate.
12) Once the seed is down, consider using straw or plastic (synthetic) seed protectors.  This will deter birds from eating the seed and help to hold the seeds in place in windy or sloped conditions.
13) Water in lightly. Keep the seeds moist (not wet) until after germination. This can normally take from six weeks to ten weeks.  This can mean watering twice a day (or more) on really hot days.
14) Wait until the grass has grown to a height of at least 2 1/2 to 3 inches to mow.  Do not walk on the new lawn until after a minimum of 3 mowings. Keep pets and children out of the area. It is important to let the roots establish themselves well. 
Most established lawns should be fertilized up to four times a year, in early Spring (February-April), late Spring (April-June), Summer(June-August), and in the Fall (August-November). The most important time to fertilize is in the Fall months. It actually helps the grass stay greener longer during the fall and winter months, and it also helps the grass green up earlier in the Spring.
In Colorado we are zoned for cool season grasses. These cool season grasses include many varieties of bluegrass, fescue, and perennial rye grasses. The most common types of turf seed mixes are actually a mix of at least two types of grass.
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