[image: image1.png]-

—~
~=" TN
- -
- ~



NURSERY, GARDEN CENTER, GREENHOUSE & PATIO

5150 Garrison St.    Arvada, CO  80002    303-424-7979
www.echters.com
CARE SHEET FOR SPRING PLANTED BULBS

Some of the most beautiful flower gardens are produced from spring-planted bulbs, corms and roots, including caladiums, cannas, callas, dahlias, gladiolus, hardy lilies and tuberous begonias.  All but the lilies are injured by frost and the bulbs are not winter hardy in this area.  The hardy lilies can be planted in the spring or fall and can be treated as perennials.  In order to save the other mentioned bulbs, they must be dug in the fall and placed in frost free storage over the winter to be planted again in the spring.  Purchase your bulbs either pre-packaged or in bulk from a reputable garden center.  The bulbs should be large, firm, and blemish free.

SOIL PREPARATION:  As with fall plated bulbs, spring bulbs need a well-draining, friable area worked to a depth of at least 12”.  The existing soil should be amended with 1/3 sphagnum peat moss to 2/3 soil.  Choose an area with appropriate light conditions.

WATER:  Water well when bulbs are planted, then only as needed as the weather dictates.  Do not allow the soil to become soggy, as bulbs tend to rot easily.

FERTILIZER:  Super phosphate, bone meal, or bulb food should be added to the soil according to directions at the time of planting.  The fertilizer should be primarily at the root level of the bulb.  Bulbs are heavy feeders and benefit from regular applications thru the growing season with a balanced fertilizer of your choice.

GENERAL:  After each flower has faded, remove flower stalk, but not the leaves.  Dig up the bulbs (exception – hardy lilies and hardy cyclamen) in the fall before first frost.  Let dry thoroughly.  Remove foliage, dirt and roots.  Dust with dusting sulphur or bulb dust and store in a cool, frost free area in vermiculite or sphagnum peat until next spring.

BEGONIA-TUBEROUS:  Plant stem side up (concave up) so that top of bulb is slightly above soil level.  Need light filtered shade.  Can be started indoors in March, then moved outside the end of May.

CANNA:  Plant 2 - 3 inches deep, 1 to 2 feet apart in full sun.  Start indoors in April for earlier blooms.  Plant outside when soil is thoroughly warm.

DAHLIA:  Plant 3 inches deep, 24 to 36 inches apart in full sun.  Spread tubers horizontally.  Provide staking at the time of planting.  Pinch growing tips for bushy plant.

GLADILOUS :  Plant 3 - 4 inches deep, 3 to 4 inches apart, in full sun, directly in outdoor beds,  as early as mid-April.  Plant in clumps for color impact.

(over)

HARDY LILIES:  Plant 5 inches deep,  6 to 8 inches apart, in light shade to full sun.  Treat as a perennial.  The Madonna lily should be planted in late summer, 2 inches deep and mulched in winter.

ANEMONE:  Plant 3 inches deep, 6 inches apart, in clumps,  in light shade to full sun.  Soak tubers in warm water for 10 minutes before planting.  Flowers close at night.

CALLA:  Plant 4 inches deep outside, 2 to 3 inches deep in pots, in light shade.  Best to start indoors in April and planted outside in late May.

CYCLAMEN, HARDY:  Plant 2 inches deep, concave side up, 6 to 8 inches apart, in light, cool shade.  Hardy to – 20 degrees.  Mulch in winter.

ELEPHANT EARS:  Plant 4 inches deep, 4 feet apart in Cool, light shade.  Start tubers indoors 4 to 6 weeks before planting outdoors.

FREESIA:  Plant 2 inches deep, 1 to 2 inches apart in clumps and in filtered sun.  Can be forced indoors.

LIATRIS:  Plant 4 inches deep in full sun.  Treat as a perennial.

RANUNCULUS:  Plant 4 inches deep with prongs down in sun to partial shade.  Soak for 10 minutes in warm water before planting.  These do not store successfully.  Plant fresh tubers each season.

CALADIUM:  Plant 2 inches deep with knobby side up in shade or semi-shade.  Can be started indoors in March and planted outside in late May.
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