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STAGHORN FERN
(Platycerium)
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Staghorn Ferns grow naturally on the rough bark and branches of tropical trees, and feed on the decaying organic matter that collects along the trees’ surfaces. They grasp the tree by means of their hard, smooth bottom fronds; these fronds not only provide the plant’s support, they also wrap around and protect the roots.  

Staghorn ferns prefer less humidity than many common houseplants.  The only real problem is that  watering them without leaving a mess on the floor is difficult. Drench plants once or twice a week at the kitchen sink, then allowing them to drain thoroughly before hanging them in an airy place again.  
Staghorn ferns are usually grown on wall-mounted slabs of wood.  Between the plant roots and the slab is placed a 2-inch pad of long-fibered sphagnum moss.  The whole thing is tied in place with inconspicuous nylon fish line.  The basal fronds hug the pad just as they do tree bark in the forest.  They want a bright, well-ventilated spot out of the sun with night temperatures of 50-60 degrees F.

The primary ingredient of good care is watering. If water drips from the rooting medium when it is squeezed, it is too soon to add more water.  Feed staghorn ferns with a liquid fertilizer diluted to half strength.  From spring until late summer, feed them every 3 to 4 weeks.  During the winter, stretch the feeding schedule to 6 weeks.  

Like other ferns, staghorn ferns can be propagated from spores that grow underneath fertile fronds.  They can also be reproduced when  the plant sends out new plants (pups) from among the flat base.  When the pups are 2 or 3 inches tall, they can be removed with a few roots and planted separately.
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