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Tips on How to Grow Wildflowers

From Beauty Beyond Belief Wildflower Seed
1. Use local seed packers, as some packets from other states might contain noxious weeds, or other species not suitable for this area.

2. Control weeds BEFORE planting wildflower seed.  Wees WILL out-compete wildflowers, otherwise you will have to do it all over, losing money, time and effort.

3. Prepare the soil before seeding.  This means rototilling or spading to a depth of about 4 inches, raking all dead plant material from soil, and smoothing out to make an even seedbed.

4. Control soil erosion.  If needed, use stablilizing mats on severe slopes, or mulch on less severe slopes.  Valley hay is a good mulch.  Peat moss will only blow away.

5. Plant seed no deeper that ¼ inch, as some need daylight to germinate.  Keep soil from drying out during germination and establishment.

6. Use only recommended amounts of seed for your plot.  Too much seed might result in overcrowding and poor plant survival.  Read labels for best results.

7. If necessary at all, use only 5-10-5 fertilizers, because higher amounts of nitrogen will only feed the plant stems at the expense of the blooms.  Potassium and phosphorus will produce more intense blooms for longer periods of time.

8. Seed anytime soi lis workable in late winter or early spring thru June.  If seeding in the fall, wait until everthing green has trune brown and there have been several killing frosts.  I Colorado, this means late October or early November.  See will lie dormant and sprout the following Spring (if seeded in lte fall).

9. Annual will bloom the first year, but most perennials will need two full seasons to bloom.  Some annuals will reseed themselves from year-to-year, and perennials will come back each year from both seed and roots.

10. For continuous bloom, seed one month apart thru early summer.
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