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WATER WISE CONTAINER GARDENING
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Why choose container gardening?  Space is often a limiting factor for small gardens.  Container gardening allows us to make use of patios, balconies and decks.  Container gardens are versatile enough to allow use of awkward garden areas.  Containers can easily be used for space definition.  Growing in containers means easy care.  Little or no weeding is required.  Depending on the sizes of pottery you choose, it can mean fewer backaches too.  Container gardens make our surroundings more beautiful.  Our choices of containers, plants and accessories reflect our personalities and enhance our moods.  Growing in containers allows gardeners to be successful no matter their skill level.  Container gardens do not require a large investment of money or time.

What will I need?  The first thing you will need is some type of container.  There are an infinite number of sizes, colors and styles to choose from.  Virtually anything with a bottom and sides deep enough for soil can be planted.  The most important factor to consider is drainage.  Whatever you select it should have holes in the bottom to allow water to escape.  Keep in mind that plastic and glazed pottery will retain moisture better than clay or wooden planters. Once you have selected a container, you will need potting media.  The ideal potting mix should be light, well drained, and moisture retentive.  Garden soil should not be used.  If you are planning on growing vegetables in containers, select a soil containing organic matter such as compost.  To retain moisture longer consider adding polymers to your potting mix.  Make plant selections based on available light, water needs and preference.  You will also need fertilizer to insure lush growth and plentiful blooms.  Topping your soil with mulch or moss will reduce water loss through evaporation.  

How do I plant a container?  Place a potshard or coffee filter over the drainage hole in the bottom of the pot to prevent soil loss.  Fill the container with you choice of potting media to the depth of your plants’ root systems.  Lightly level the soil.  Avoid firmly compacting soil.  Loosen the root system of your plants with your fingers.  Place in container in the desired position.  Fill in with potting media around you plants.  Do not plant deeper than the existing soil level of your starts.  Mulch the top of the soil.  Water thoroughly, adding root stimulator to encourage quick rooting.  Many plants should be pinched at the time of planting to promote branching and fullness.  

When placing your plants keep their mature heights in mind.  Customarily, the tallest plants should be placed in the center.  Surrounding those should be mid sized plants, with shortest and trailing plants close to pot’s edge.  This system creates tiers of blooms.

How should container gardens be cared for?  Place your plants in the appropriate light conditions.  Check the soil daily, at root level, to evaluate water needs.  As plants mature, wilt does not always mean the plants are water deficient.  In the heat of summer this is often a normal response used to control moisture loss through the foliage.  ALWAYS FEEL THE SOIL OR USE A MOISTURE METER TO DETERMINE IF WATER IS NEEDED.  
When water is needed, completely saturate soil. Regularly inspect plants for signs of insect damage or disease.  When found in early stages most problems can be controlled.  Feed your plants regularly throughout the season.  Potting medias provide little nutrient value.  Granular time-release fertilizers can be added to the soil at the time of planting, but will not exclude the need to use liquid fertilizers.  Remove spent flowers regularly.  Pinch if needed to encourage full lush growth.

TIPS:

Use clean pots and fresh soil each season.  

Choose plants based on available light, water needs and decorative value.  

Using pot feet to elevated containers from the ground will improve drainage and air circulation.

Loosen root systems at planting and use root stimulator to aid establishment.

Pinch plants to reduce leggy growth.

Remove spent flowers regularly.

Fertilize as package directs.

Use pottery sealer to reduce moisture loss in clay pottery.

Protect deck and patio finishes by placing saucers under pots.

Line wooden patio containers with heavy plastic or pond liner to keep soil from washing out and reduce moisture loss.  Be sure to put several drainage holes in the liner.
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When using a light soil, water 2-3 times thoroughly following planting to ensure complete saturation.

Avoid using softened water.  

Use water wands with shut off valves when watering. 

Check hoses for leaks and repair immediately to reduce water losses. 
Reduce disease risk and water waste by watering directly into pots. 
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Use drip systems where possible to increase water efficiency.
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Polymers or coconut fiber added to soil will help reduce water loss.

Top pots with moss or mulch to reduce moisture loss.

Use trellised plants in containers to provide screening. 
Invert pots for use as pedestals.

Stack pots of different sizes to create tiers.

CONTAINER IDEAS:

Old musical instrument cases

Coffee pots

Soil Bag


Wagon Boots

Crocks




Luggage


Bucket


Purse
Inverted cowboy hat


Colander

Trash can

Helmet

Tackle box



Golf bag


Crate


Waders


Tool box



Old TV or Monitor
Basket


Wheelbarrows Flower Pouch



Washtub


Watering Cans

Straw Bale Grocery cart

ACCESSORIES:

Spurs




Kitchen utensils

Sheet music`

Gloves

Golf clubs



Shoes


Saw blades

Flags

Fishing lures & rods


Broken dishes

Stones


Toys

Candles


           

Bowling ball

Tools


Hats

Bicycle/Tricycle



Steering Wheel

Handlebars

Saddle

Empty picture frames


Slinky


Board game
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