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   WINTERIZATION OF AQUATIC PLANTS

Shorter days and lower temperatures mean that all life is beginning to slow down for the winter.  Yellowing of leaves and lack of new leaves and fewer flowers signal dormancy.

For those who keep water in the pond for the winter, one task they will encounter will be the handling of algae.  A cause of algae is the accumulation of dead leaves at the bottom of the pond in the fall.  To prevent this, either cover the pond with a mesh or scoop out the leaves before they sink to the bottom of the pond.

To prepare hardy water lilies, in a pond of 2' deep or more,  let the leaves turn yellow, then remove them clear to the base of the plant.  Green leaves at the crown should stay on through the winter.  If grown at the surface of the water, they should be dropped to the bottom of the pond for the winter.  Bog plants should be cut at 2" to 3" to avoid decay and placed in the deepest part of the pond except for those hardy in zones 2, 3 and 4 which can stay close to the surface of the water where they were all summer long, such as cattails, sedges, rushes, etc....
For a smaller pond, less than 2' deep, hardy water lilies and bog plants should be trimmed around the first of November and stored at 40-45SYMBOL 176 \f "Symbol" F covered with peat moss.  If a cool location is not available, the bog plants can be buried in the garden 18" below surface of soil and covered with straw or pine needles to prevent freezing.  In January & February, if temperature is over 55SYMBOL 176 \f "Symbol" F, remove peat moss until temperature is back at 40-45SYMBOL 176 \f "Symbol" F.  

DO NOT over winter tropical water lilies, water hyacinths, etc., outside.  Some water gardeners discard tender plants at the end of the growing season, but they too can be saved for the following year.  Store the tender tubers (under the crown) of tropical water lilies in moist peat moss at 55SYMBOL 176 \f "Symbol" F.  Other tender plants can be kept as houseplants in water.

***Japanese Irises should not be left in water.  They should be mulched in November and stored at 40-45SYMBOL 176 \f "Symbol" F in a basement or garage, or simply put in the ground and mulched.

***Water Irises should be divided in the fall, when necessary.                                  
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