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Winterizing Hardy Water Lilies
There are a number of ways to store hardy water lilies for the winter, but whichever method is used, the basic requirements are the same:
They must be allowed to go dormant by keeping them in a cool location (50°F, Maximum), they must be kept moist and their roots must not be allowed to freeze.

The method involving the least amount of work requires a pond at least 2 foot deep.  After the first frost, remove all dead leaves and stems from the plant and lower the pot to the bottom of the pond.  If the pond contains fish it must not be allowed to freeze over completely.  A hole in the ice must be maintained in order to allow gasses to escape.  This may be accomplished by running a submersible pump with the outlet pointing up toward the surface.  This will create enough surface movement to prevent total freeze over.  If a pump is not available, use hot water to make a hole in the ice and fill the hole with rag to slow down the freezing process.  Check regularly to make sure the hole has not re-sealed.  DO NOT make a hole by punching through the ice with a hammer – hammering will harm the fish.

If the pond is not deep enough or must be drained for the winter, remove the pots, prune dead leaves and stems, place pots in plastic bags to retain moisture, and store in a cool basement location.  Plants must be kept cool and moist until spring.

If a cool basement location is not available, the pots can be buried in the garden.  Again the dead leaves and stems must be removed and the pots covered with straw or pine needles to prevent freezing.

Other methods employed include removing the tubers from the pots and pruning all old leaves, stems and roots, being careful not to damage new eyes or offshoots.  The clean tubers are then packed in damp peat moss, and can be either placed in plastic bags and buried in the garden below the frost line, or stored in plastic flats in a cool basement.
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