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Know your soil
· Sandy, clay, or loam?
· How to test it
· Ph
How to fix it? COMPOST

What is compost?  And why is it good?
· Decaying organic matter
· Manure, mushroom, plant based
· Byproduct of micro-organisms and fungi breaking down scraps
· Adds nutrients and pore space to soil 
· Add compost every year to rejuvenate garden soil

When is a good time to plant?
· No extremes! Heat, weather, rain, freeze, etc
· Mild temps easy on you and the plants
· Happy plants going in to the ground
· Not dried out or sopping wet in the pot

Spring
· Beginning in late March/early April for cold hardy perennials, trees and shrubs
· Also cold crop vegetables
· If you can work the soil, you can plant!
· After Mother’s day and danger of frost have passed for annuals, roses and warm season vegetables
Summer
Hot temperatures can stress the plants and you!
· Plant first thing in the morning or in the evening when temperatures are cooler
· Plants will likely show signs of heat/transplant stress during peak heat, but will bounce back for the following spring
· The answer is not more water
· Focus on deep waterings every 3-5 days to encourage deep root growth, rather than light everyday sprinklings
Fall
· Temperatures cooling, top growth slowing, promote root growth
· Roots getting established before winter, plant has a jump start in the spring
· Use of a root stimulator helps them take off quickly
Steps and tools for planting
· Wheel barrow or tarp for mixing/holding soil
· Compost
· Root stimulator (optional)
· Shovel, trowel or diving tool
· Gloves
· Box cutter or knife
· Plants!

1. Digging your hole
· Three times as wide, only as deep as pot
· Amending a wide area to allow for lateral root expansion into fresh soil
· Mixing your soil
· 1/3 compost to 2/3 native soil
· Adding nutrients back into your native soil
· If soil is clay heavy, use expanded shale to help break up the clay and promote drainage
· One time amendment!
2. Roughing up the roots
· Use fingers to tease out the roots
· Use boxcutter or knife to make slits through densely circling roots of potbound plants
· This helps them break out of problematic root circling
3. Placing in hole
· “Good” side facing where you want it
· If plant was crooked or leaning in pot, straighten out when placing
· Not too deep!
· Mounded up slightly above soil surface is better for oxygen exchange in fresh new roots
· Planting too deep can suffocate fresh forming roots
4. Filling in the hole
· Backfill with your freshly mixed compost/native soil to form a slight mound around plant
· Lightly tamp, do not stomp it too tight
· New roots need water AND oxygen
5. Watering in your plant
· Deep, slow drink upon planting, ensuring the rootball and surrounding amended soil is evenly saturated
· If the plant was in a 1 gallon container, use at least 1 gallon of water for a deep drink
· If the plant was in a 5 gallon container...
· 10 gallon container…
· 15 gallon container…
Rules and tips for watering
· Infrequent deep waterings promote root growth and drought tolerance
· Initial frequency dependent on size of the rootball
· Smaller rootball will dry out faster and need to be re-saturated sooner
· New roots chase the water, forming a deeper, more extensive root system
· Frequent/daily shallow waterings create a constant need for water, while not allowing the plant to flush out fresh new roots into the surrounding soil
· This applies to perennials, trees, shrubs, and even lawns!

Microclimates
· Much can change based on a plant’s surroundings
· Buildings reflecting light and/or heat
· Rain runoff
· Peaks and valleys in a landscape/bed
· Exposure to high winds

Special cases
Transplanting
· Best done in Spring or Fall
· Cooler temperatures
· Dig up as much of the existing root system as possible
· Follow usual planting instructions when moving it to its new location
· Dig new hole twice as wide as existing root ball, amend the soil with 1/3 compost to 2/3 native soil, etc…

Roses
· Bare root – plant while dormant in early spring
· Cut back to 6-8 inches, strong outward facing canes, mulch over to keep moist until new growth appears
· Potted/greenhouse grown – plant after danger of late frost, 4-5 days hardening off
· If grafted, bury the graft 1-3 inches below soil surface
· Water everyday for 3-4 days, then 3x a week for 2-3 weeks, then 1-2x a week for rest of season
· Deep drinks!

Dividing plants
· It’s time to divide when clumps are showing die out in the center, they’ve quit blooming consistently, or they’re getting too big for their space
· Spring blooming best divided in fall
· Allow 4-6 weeks before ground freezes
· Summer and fall blooming best divided in early spring just as new growth is beginning
· Iris and daylilies best divided a few weeks after blooming
· Dig up entire clump, preserving as many roots as possible, wash away soil to expose roots and/or rhizome, and make clean sharp cuts leaving a minimum of 2-3 growth points on each division
· Replant divisions in freshly amended soil, or share them with friends and family!

Planting on a steep hill
· Can be tricky, but planting on steep slopes helps with erosion control and adds beauty to an otherwise blank slate
· Depending on the grade, use a ladder flat on the slope as a foothold while working
· Be sure to dig holes straight down vertically, rather than perpendicular to slope
· Deep enough so the higher inclined edge is even with the pot of the plant
· Wide enough so there is a “ledge” formed to help the plant get water while establishing
· Using soaker hoses helps to keep water from running down the hill

Making the right choice
· The right plant for the right space
· Growth habit meets the needs of the space
· Select a plant that fits your size desires without trimming
· constant pruning to maintain desirable size will decrease the lifespan and compromise the natural form of a tree/shrub
· Know your zone, and use appropriate plants
· Sun exposure
· Water needs match
· All xeric plants together, all thirsty plants together


